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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE 
First Report — Annual report 2020–21— Tabling 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [9.28 am]: I present for tabling the first report 
of the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee titled Annual report 2020–21. 
[See paper 603.] 
Ms L. METTAM: This report covers the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021, representing the activity of two iterations 
of this committee in the fortieth and forty-first Parliaments, a period which has been extraordinary on a number of 
fronts. The state election process and the establishment of this committee in early May 2021 means there is little 
to report on for the second half of the financial year. 
I would like to begin by acknowledging the work of the committee of the previous Parliament, ably led by the former 
member for Hillarys, Mr Peter Katsambanis, MLA. That committee tabled a report, Opening doors to justice, into 
how the management of family and domestic violence matters could be better managed in the Magistrates Court 
of Western Australia. The government in its response stated that the 72 recommendations aligned with what it was 
already considering and would be considered or implemented over the 10-year life of the current policy plan. The 
committee also undertook multiple agency reviews into the state government’s COVID response. 
Towards the end of the fortieth Parliament, the committee was approached by the Attorney General, who was seeking 
consideration for a committee inquiry into matters raised by Mr Aaron Cockman about issues with the Family Court 
of Western Australia as they related to the tragic death of his children and former family members in Osmington 
in May 2018. That committee determined there was insufficient time to deal with the matter during the fortieth 
Parliament, but asked the future committee to consider these matters. 
During the short time available to the current committee before the end of the financial year, the committee began 
preparing its work program. This involved considering where we might best make a difference across the 22 portfolios 
for which we have responsibility. This included the questions raised by the previous committee, the oversight 
of the election process itself, and options for a standalone inquiry. Some of these considerations and decisions 
have since been made and our work has certainly begun in earnest, but some will be considered as the committee 
and the Parliament progresses. I look forward to continuing that work with my fellow committee members in 
this Parliament. 
I would also like to acknowledge for the record the committee members in the fortieth Parliament, namely 
Peter Katsambanis, the former chair of the committee and member for Hillarys; Mark Folkard, the deputy chair 
and member for Burns Beach; Sean L’Estrange, the former member for Churchlands; and Don Punch, the member 
for Bunbury. The current members of the committee are the members for Burns Beach, Bateman, Kimberley and 
Collie–Preston. I would also like to acknowledge the work of the committee staff. All of us in this place share a great 
deal of respect for the work and support that we receive from the committee staff in the good work that our parliamentary 
committees undertake. The committee staff of the fortieth Parliament were the principal research officer, Alison Sharpe, 
and research officers Catie Parsons, and Alice Jones, who was part of that committee until November 2020. I would 
also like to acknowledge Dr Alan Charlton, the current principal research officer of the committee of the forty-first 
Parliament, and the research officer, Dr Sam Hutchinson. They are doing an outstanding job supporting the current 
committee in its deliberations going forward. Thank you. 
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